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1 https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-23/europe-retailers-cancel-1-billion-of-bangladesh-
garment-orders 
2 https://qz.com/1828541/covid-19-leads-to-one-million-garment-workers-unemployed/ 
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3 Anner M., Abandoned? The Impact of Covid-19 on Workers and Businesses at the Bottom of Global Garment 
Supply Chains, March 2020 
4 As a first estimate, the International Labour Organization estimates that 35 million people are at risk of working 
poverty as a result of the COVID-19 crisis: https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---
dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_738753.pdf 
  

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_738753.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_738753.pdf
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5 As a first estimate, the International Labour Organization estimates that 35 million people are at risk of working 
poverty as a result of the COVID-19 crisis: https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---
dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_738753.pdf 
6 See https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/support/late-payment_en 
7 https://www.ethicaltrade.org/blog/eti-during-coronavirus-outbreak 
8 http://www.industriall-union.org/act-brands-commit-to-responsible-business-practices-in-bangladesh 
9 https://assetsds.cdnedge.bluemix.net/business/news/hm-comes-its-garment-suppliers-rescue-1887454 

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_738753.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_738753.pdf
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10 UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, the OECD Guidelines on Multinational Enterprises, the 
OECD Due Diligence Guidance on Responsible Supply Chains in the Garment and Footwear Sector and the OECD 
General Guidance on Due Diligence for Responsible Business Conduct. 
11 See especially articles 23(1), 23(3) and 25 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights (UDHR) and article 9 of 
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). 
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12 See also https://jubileedebt.org.uk/actions/stop-coronavirus-debt-disaster 
13 UNCTAD has estimated that a broader relief package would amount to 2,5 trillion USD 
https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2315 
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14 This should at a minimum include the ratification and implementation of ILO C155 - Occupational Safety and 
Health Convention, 1981, (No 155) to the extent that a beneficiary country has not yet done so. 
15 In the case of the example in the garment sector, it should not only cover factory workers and/or nationals but 
ensure that it also covers home workers and/or migrant workers. Therefore, the package should include the 
ratification and implementation of C097 - Migration for Employment Convention (Revised), 1949 (No. 97), C143 - 
Migrant Workers (Supplementary Provisions) Convention, 1975 (No. 143) and C177 - Home Work Convention, 
1996 (No. 177). Also, the package should factor in Recommendation R204 - Transition from the Informal to the 
Formal Economy Recommendation, 2015 (No. 204). 
16 This includes the ratification and implementation of C095 - Protection of Wages Convention, 1949 (No. 95), ILO 
C102 - Social Security (Minimum Standards) Convention, 1952 (No. 102) and C102 - Social Security (Minimum 
Standards) Convention, 1952 (No. 102) to the extent that a country has not yet done so. 
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17 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/food-farming-fisheries/key_policies/documents/brochure-utp-

directive_en.pdf 
18 https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/groceries-code-adjudicator 


